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SECRET MBFR VIENNA 0472 

FROM US REP MBFR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR: CONTINGENCY PRESS TREATMENT OF EASTERN FREEZE PROPOSAL 
REF: A. STATE 264704 B. MBFR VIENNA 463 

AT ITS DECEMBER 4 MEETING, THE AD HOC GROUP APPROVED THE FOLLOWING 
REVISED CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE REGARDING THE EASTERN PROPOSAL 
FOR A MANPOWER FREEZE. THE GUIDANCE WAS APPROVED ON AN INTERIM 
BASIS, FOR USE IN THE EVENT OF PRESS INQUIRIES RESULTING FROM 
EASTERN PRESS LEAKS, BEOFE GUIDANCE IS RECEIVED FROM NATO. 

BEGIN TEXT. 

REVISED CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE ON 
EASTERN FREEZE PROPOSAL 
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POSSIBLE PRESS QUESTION: 

IS IT TRUE THAT THE EAST HAS PROPOSED A FREEZE ON ALL THE 
FORCES IN THE AREA OF REDUCTIONS? IF SO, WHAT IS THE 
WESTERN ATITUDE TOWARDS THIS PROPOSAL? 

SUGGESTED WESTERN REPLY: 

1. YES. EASTERN REPRESENTATIVES HAVE SUGGESTED A FREEZE 

ON ALL MILITARY MANPOWER IN THE AREA, EXCEPT THE NAVY WHICH, 

AS YOU KNOW, HAS BEEN EXCLUDED FROM THE NEGOTIATIONS BY 
AGREEMENT. 

2. THE ALLIES ARE SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE EASTERN PROPOSAL 
TO FREEZE FORCES AT THE PRESENT LEVELS. OUR JOB IN VIENNA 
IS TO NEGOTIATE REDUCTIONS. 

3. IN PRACTICAL TERMS, THE PROPOSAL IS UNWORKABLE. THE 
EAST HAS REFUSED EVEN TO DISCUSS FORCE LEVELS IN THE AREA. 

THE WEST HAS PRESENTED NUMBERS BUT THE EAST HAS CHALLENGED 
THEM WITHOUT PRODUCING NUMBERS OF ITS OWN. IT WOULD BE 
ILLUSORY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT TO RESPECT PRESENT 
FORCE LEVELS WHEN THERE IS NO AGREEMENT AS TO WHAT THOSE 
FORCE LEVELS ARE. 

4. THE EASTERN FREEZE PROPOSAL SEEMS INTENDED TO PREJUDICE 
SUBSEQUENT NEGOTIATIONS FOR REDUCTIONS IN FAVOR OF THE EASTERN 
AIM OF PRESERVING THE PRESENT UNEQUAL RELATIONSHIP OF FORCES. 

5. THE EASTERN PROPOSAL ALSO ENVISAGES INDIVIDUAL COM- 
MITMENTS BY EACH COUNTRY NOT TO EXCEED THE PRESENT LEVEL OF 
ITS OWN FORCES IN THE AREA OF REDUCTIONS. THIS WOULD 
ESTABLISH NATIONAL CEILINGS, TO WHICH THE WEST IS FIRMLY 
OPPOSED. 

6. THESE ARE THE REASONS THE ALLIES ARE SKEPTICAL ABOUT 
THE EASTERN PROPOSAL. BUT THEY ARE CONTINUING TO STUDY 
THE ISSUES IT RAISES. END TEXT.RESOR 
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